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goblia called Kanabhuti in the Vindhya regions, he was to narrate to him the tales that he had overheard and then obtain his liberation. Malyavan, in his turn, was to hear the same stories from Kanabhuti and after spreading them on the earth, he too was; to return to his celestial abode. Consequently Pusbpa-danta was born in Kausambt as Vararuchi, a gram-faarian, and after serving as a minister under the last of the Nandas retired to the Vindhya forest where b& met the goblin, Kanabhuti. He narrated to the goblin the seven great tales and regained his celestial form. Malyavan was born in Pratishtana as Gunadhya and. after having served for long as the minister to Sata-yahana. met Kanabhuti and received from him the seven great tales. Gunadhya wrote in his own blood the seven tales in one lakh of verses each. He sent them through some of his disciples to the king expecting his appreciation; but as they were written in the language of the goblins and in blood, he rejected them. The poet in a fit of despair began to burn the works. When he had burnt six of the stories, the remaining one was saved from destruction by the entreaty of his pupils and by the timely intervention of the king who had just then begun to appreciate the work and to repent for his folly. The story thus preserved is th<t Brihatkatha,
The nature and the contents of the Brihatkatha can be inferred from two different versions of it that 1»TC been preserved. The Brihatkatha slokasangraha ff BpddbasTajnip represents the FfeoaH version.ushpadanta in his human form njst *%krit Literature,   :      Agastya or Vidyanatha, the author of Balabharata
